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1 . US NEW TOWNS DELEGATION HEADED BY WILLIAM WHITE, 
GENERAL MANAGER OF THE NEW COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
CORP., RECENTLY VISITED EMBASSY TO REPORT ON MOSCOW 
PORTION OF THE DELEGATION'S PROGRAM IN THE USSR. US AND 
SOVIET SPECIALISTS ARE CURRENTLY COOPERATING ON TWO 
JOINT REPORTS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE NEW TOWNS 
WORKING GROUP. THE REPORT ON "PLANNING OF NEW TOWNS " 

IS ALMOST COMPLETED AND BOTH SIDES HOPE TO HAVE FINAL 
JOINT VERSION READY BY THE TIME OF THE HOUSING AGREEMENT 
JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING (JCM) IN SEPTEMBER, 1978. 

REPORT ON MANAGEMENT OE NEW TOWNS CONTINUES TO BE 
PLAGUED BY DIEFERENT US AND SOVIET CONCEPTIONS OF THE 
TERM "MANAGEMENT." SOVIETS INTERPRET THE TERM MORE 
NARROWLY THAN THE US, WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON USE 
OF COMPUTERS AND MATHEMATICAL MODELING. HOWEVER, DURING 
THE MEETINGS IN MOSCOW THE TWO PARTIES AGREED TO CONTINUE 
EFFORTS TO BRIDGE THIS PROBLEM WITH THE AIM OF PREPARING 
A JOINT INTRODUCTION FOR THE REPORT BY THE JCM. US 
HAD PROPOSED TO DRAFT SEPARATE NATIONAL REPORTS ON 
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"MANAGEMENT OE NEW TOWNS," WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
OF THE WORKING GROUP, BUT SOVIET COCHAIRMAN KUDRYAVTSEV 
CLAIMED THAT THIS WOULD BE "A STEP BACKWARD" IN US- 
SOVIET COOPERATION IN THIS AREA. 

2. DURING THE MEETING THE SOVIETS PRESSED THE US 
DELEGATION TO AGREE TO AN EXTENSIVE NEW PROGRAM OF 
COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 
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WORKING GROUP, INCLUDING ACTIVITY WHICH WOULD HAVE 
CONTINUED INTO 1980, 1.E., BEYOND THE PRESENT TERM OE 
THE AGREEMENT. AFTER CONSIDERABLE SOVIET URGING THE 
US DELEGATION AGREED TO ADD ONE NEW PROJECT - ENVIRON- 
MENTAL CRITERIA IN SITE SELECTION EOR NEW TOWNS. 

THE TWO DELEGATIONS ALSO AGREED TO AN EXCHANGE OE LONG 
TERM (UP TO ONE MONTH) SPECIALISTS IN NEW TOWNS, WHICH 
BOTH SIDES RELIEVE SHOULD BE USEFUL. IN ADDITION, THE 
PARTIES AGREED TO EXCHANGE US AND SOVIET BUILDING 
CODES. US DELEGATION MEMBERS NOTED THAT USSR HAS 
CENTRALIZED BUILDING CODES EOR EACH REPUBLIC BUT 
THESE CODES ARE HANDLED IN THE US ON A LOCAL BASIS, WHICH 
MAY CAUSE SOME DIEEICULTY IN GATHERING INEORMATION 
EQUIVALENT TO CENTRALIZED SOVIET CODES. 

3. THE DISCUSSIONS WERE CONDUCTED IN A FRIENDLY 
ATMOSPHERE BUT THE US DELEGATION NOTED THAT SOVIETS SEEMED 
ANXIOUS TO ENSURE THAT COOPERATION WOULD CONTINUE IN 

THIS AGREEMENT AND ALSO SEEMED NERVOUS ABOUT THE 
POSSIBLE EXPIRATION OP THE AGREEMENT. AT ONE POINT CO- 
CHAIRMAN KUDRYAVTSEV STATED, "IT WOULD BE A TRAGEDY IP 
OUR COOPERATION DID NOT CONTINUE." 

4. COMMENT. WHITE COMMENTED THAT EXCHANGE OP DELEGATIONS 
AND INFORMATION WHICH HAS OCCURRED UNDER THE NEW TOWNS 
WORKING GROUP HAS GENERALLY BEEN EQUIVALENT AND MUTUALLY 
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BENEPICIAL. EMBASSY NOTED THAT THIS HAS PROBABLY 

BEEN ONE OP THE SMOOTHEST FUNCTIONING OF THE SIX HOUSING 

AGREEMENT WORKING GROUPS AND ONE WHICH HAS 

PRODUCED SOME OP THE MOST CONCRETE JOINT COOPERATIVE WORK, 

ALTHOUGH CHIEP BENEPIT TO THE US MAY BE IN EXPOSURE 

TO "NEGATIVE EXAMPLE" PROVIDED BY SOVIET NEW TOWNS. 

SOVIET CONCERN ABOUT US INTENTIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE 
RENEWAL OP THE HOUSING AGREEMENT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
EVIDENT AS THE JCM DRAWS NEARER AND AS WE BEGIN TO APPROAC 
THE POINT AT WHICH RENEWAL DECISION WILL HAVE TO BE 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SOVIETS (DECEMBER 28, 1978). PROPERLY 
HANDLED, THIS SOVIET CONCERN SHOULD PROVIDE US A 
USEPUL LEVER TO OBTAIN PROM THE SOVIETS MORE SUBSTANTIVE 
COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES. MATLOCK 
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